6             THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

The growth in the number of branches belonging to
the Theosophical Society since its birth, as shown in the
following table, proves its usefulness.
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Again, every member of the Theosophical Society
has friends and relations who have studied the Theo-
sophical literature and are Theosophists without being
members of the Society.

Q, You said Theosophy is as old as man ; then what was
the need/or the starting of the Theosophical Society ?

Ans. The old truths had been forgotten and required
re-proclamation.  Materialism was making very rapid
advances amongst the civilised nations of the West, and
Science in its progress was drifting towards materialism,
so much so that agnosticism was becoming the distinguish-
ing characteristic of the scientific man who believed that
beyond the senses and the intellect man was possessed of
no instruments for the gaining of knowledge. Even the
East, which used to be the fountain whence Wisdom
sprung, was about to be swamped by the advancing wave
of materialism which threatened to cover the wwld.  And
so it was thought wise to re-proclaim the eternal truth in